1882]                            PRIME   MINISTER                             : 2O5
It is idle to plead the prerogatives of a Sovereignty, which has
utterly failed in the day of need, and it would be madness^ in
view of the efforts which this country is making and is engaged to
make, to allow of any Turkish intervention which would leave
to the British anything less than a complete control.
2.  The non-intervention for the time, of which Mr* Gladstone
spoke, had relation only to the Suez Canal, which is now open for
traffic, and cannot therefore be better than it is :  and thus much
only in case the Canal should not be interfered with. Should it be
endangered, instant action would take place.
3.  Mr. Gladstone humbly assures Your Majesty that there is
not, on the part of the Cabinet, the slightest disposition to fetter
the  judgment   of the General in command.  In the draft in-
structions considered at the last meeting there was an indication
of the intended movement from the Canal upon Cairo. And this
was supported by a reference to the case of Lord Raglan in 1854
who received distinct instructions, as was stated, on a variety of
points, and certainly, as Mr. Gladstone well remembers, on the
landing in the Crimea. But it was felt that the invasion of the
Crimea had been a measure of vast responsibility, and partook
of a political as well as a military character, in a word that it
went beyond the sphere of pure strategy. So sensible were the
Cabinet of the force of the distinction, that they struck out from
the instructions the reference to the movement which was con-
tained in the draft. They thus acted precisely in the spirit so well
enforced by Your Majesty,
These were the several points touched in Your Majesty's letter.
893                 Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
\Telegram\                                       OSBORNE. $rd Aug. 1882.
Can we not prevent these Turkish Troops going evidently to
help Arabi, or if not, to create complications. Your letter to me
strongly objects, but still it appears that they are going*
894              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
OSBOIINE. 8 August. 1882,
The Queen has been informed that at the Hamilton Sale there
are some very valuable books to be sold which Her Majesty hopes
may be purchased for the British Museum and not allowed to be
taken out of the Country.